
WAYPOINTS 
MONDAY, 2/6 

Read Matthew 10:1-4.   

As we read last week, Matthew 10 marks a major shift in Jesus’ work with His disciples.  After 
showing the disciples the immense needs of the people and the reality that there aren’t enough 
workers to meet that need, Jesus prepares to send them out as workers to meet the need.  Up to 
this point, Jesus has largely been responsible for the ministry.  Here, He will invite His disciples to 
join Him in His work.   

Jesus gathers the Twelve and gives them His authority to do the work that He was doing, such as 
healing people of evil spirits and sickness.  Now, in my experience this is where some of us begin 
to have some questions.  We can get behind Jesus doing these things, but we’re leery that we 
could be a part of doing such things.  We figure that’s for more eccentric churches.  Let’s take a 
look at what Jesus is doing here.   

Jesus shares His authority with His disciples.  What does that mean?  By this point in Matthew’s 
gospel, Jesus has shown that He has authority over every human ailment He has encountered.  
Having authority means He has power over it.  As the rightful King of this world, He has such 
authority.  Now, Jesus chooses to share His authority with those who take up His work.  The 
disciples are to go out as Jesus’ representatives to do His work.  When they do His will, they can 
function out of His authority and thus His power.   

Now, I am curious how this is sitting with you.  For some, I imagine you get the concept and are 
intrigued about the idea.  Others of you, perhaps, are somewhere along the spectrum of having 
doubts, confusion, or just generally nervous about where I’m going with this.  Take a deep 
breath.   

The main point here that we need to wrestle with is that Jesus not only calls His disciples to do His 
work, but He also equips them as His representatives to do the things that He was doing.  He also 
gives us that same authority and power.  For us, this means that when we do Jesus’ work today, 
we do so through the power of the Risen Jesus and the Holy Spirit.  We do not go about this work 
alone.  We can and must expect that Jesus will do more through our willingness to partner with 
Him than we could do apart from Him.   

I wonder what is bouncing around in your mind right now.  Is there a part of this teaching that 
excites or scares you?  I wonder why.   

Praying Together: 
“Jesus, You call us to join You in Your work.  That is as true for us as Your disciples today as it was 
for the Twelve.  You also give us Your authority and power to go out to do this work.  Teach us 
and show us what that means.  Open our eyes to what You want to do through us for Your glory.  
Amen.” 
  

WAYPOINTS 
TUESDAY, 2/7 
  
Read Matthew 10:5-8.   

As Jesus sends out His disciples, He gives them a set of instructions to take with them.  The list is 
extensive.  Some of it, the disciples have heard before.  Other parts appear to be new.  We will 



spend the rest of the week working through Jesus’ instructions and what they mean for us today 
as we go about doing Jesus’ work.   

The first directive Jesus gives the Twelve is to go out to their people, the Israelites.  At first glance, 
this might stir a few questions for us.  Why would Jesus tell them to not go to the Gentiles?  Isn’t 
the Good News of Jesus for all people?  Yes, of course it is, and Jesus will send His disciples to the 
Gentiles--but not right now.  This is the first assignment the Twelve receive from Jesus.  This is their 
first attempt at doing Jesus’ work, so He calls them to the people with whom they are most 
familiar.  Jesus will send soon them to the world, but for now they are to stay home.   

This is in line with God’s plan of salvation.  In God’s original covenant with Abraham in Genesis 
12, God shares that He will raise up a people out of which He will bless the entire world.  This 
hope reaches its fulfillment through the Messiah who will come out of a people ready to receive 
Him and then make Him known to the greater world.  Jesus, then, is following God’s plan.  He 
sends the Twelve to preach the Kingdom of God and the news of the King so that the people of 
Israel would be a witness to the world to what God was doing.  Jesus will soon send His disciples 
to the Gentiles, but their first assignment is to those with whom they are most familiar.   

I think there is an important takeaway for us from this.  We are called to embody the Good News 
of Jesus to all through both our message and actions.  Our first responsibility is to those whom 
God has put in our lives.  We think of our family, friends, and any other person we spend time 
with.  With the access we have to these people, it is more likely that we have opportunities to 
share and serve.  We also will likely have more influence with them than we would with someone 
we don’t know.   

Now, the question you might be asking is this: what exactly do you want me to do with these 
people?  Well, Jesus’ call is to His followers in the Great Commission (Matthew 28:18-20) is to 
immerse people in a life with God and make disciples by teaching them to obey Jesus.  Our 
ministry is to share our journey of knowing and growing in Christ.  If you’re a parent, then you 
have a great opportunity to bring your kids along with you as you grow in love and obedience 
to Jesus.  The same is true for grandparents with their grandkids.  You might have family members 
who don’t know Jesus, so your call is to pray for them.  You look for opportunities to show Jesus’ 
love and for any open window to share your story of what Jesus means to you.  What we do will 
vary from person to person given where they are in their faith journey and other various factors.  

I wonder whom God might be calling you to help disciple.  Who in your life needs prayer?  Who 
is open to joining you as you seek to grow in the Lord?  Who needs to hear your story of what 
God has done in your life so they can consider what it means for their life? 
  
Praying Together: 
“Holy Spirit, You know my heart.  You know whether it is excited by the opportunity to invest in the 
lives of those in my life, or whether I am intimidated by it.  Show me how I can begin taking steps 
into faithful service to You.  I desire to obey You and be a part of Your work.  Teach me and 
guide me in this.  Amen.”   

WAYPOINTS 
WEDNESDAY, 2/8 
  
Read Matthew 10:9-15.  

As the disciples go from town to town telling the people about God’s doing a new thing through 
Jesus, Jesus knows that some people will greet them with open arms while others will scoff at 
their message.  That is the reality of any message we share.  It will either be received or rejected.      



Jesus’ advice to His disciples is to look for the person of peace.  A person of peace is someone in 
your life who is open to you and trusts you.  It is someone with whom you have a degree of 
influence.  Take, for instance, the example Jesus gives.  The person of peace is the one who 
opens their home to the disciples.  They invite the disciples to stay because they want to learn 
more.  They have an openness to the disciples and their message.  Those are persons of peace.  
The trust in the relationship means there is a greater likelihood that fruit will come from your 
efforts.   

Jesus says that the disciples should focus their efforts on the people of peace.  I think this is a 
good place for us to begin as well.  I wonder if there is a person of peace in your life.  Perhaps, 
they need to hear about the love of Jesus and what a life with Him looks like.  It might be that 
they need someone to come alongside them to pray and read the Bible with them.  If you know 
of someone who is a person of peace, ask God to show you what He wants to do with that 
relationship.   

Praying Together: 
“Father, open my eyes to the people of peace in my life.  Show me the person whom I need to 
pray for so that their heart is open to You.  Show me whom I can share my testimony with.  Show 
me who might need a partner to come alongside them to pray and read the Bible with in order 
to open them up to a deeper life with You.  Amen.” 

WAYPOINTS 
THURSDAY, 2/9  
  
Read Matthew 10:16-25.   

Talk about a heavy set of instructions here.  I would have loved to see the looks on the disciples’ 
faces when Jesus shared this with them.  We’ll try to work through some of the themes here. 

Jesus is clear that Kingdom work involves sacrifice.  There is cost that comes with doing things 
that matter.  This is particularly true to Jesus’ disciples, both here in Matthew 10 and in the years 
of the early church.  The world was hostile to Jesus’ followers.  The world was like a wolf which 
meant to seek and destroy its prey.  The disciples, however, were to be as lambs.  In other words, 
they were to handle opposition as Jesus, the Lamb of God, did.  Jesus wasn’t weak.  He was 
meek, which means exercising strength under control.  Jesus didn’t stoop to the ways of the 
world.  He lived out His true character of love even in the face of the world’s opposition.  His 
followers must do the same.   

Verse 16 has a curious line.  “Therefore, be shrewd as snakes and innocent as doves,” Jesus said.  
What does this mean?  Jesus is using a simile here, just as He did with the sheep and wolves.  The 
word for “shrewd” means wise and clever.  Jesus’ followers will need to be wise to avoid the 
traps and schemes that will come their way.  They are to be shrewd but not because they want 
to deceive others.  Their character must be one of innocence like a dove.  This will be essential 
for the disciples to master these given they will be forced before leaders and questioned.  Look 
at John and Peter in Acts 4.  You will see in that exchange that they were both wise and 
innocent in their words and actions.  Of course, Jesus also notes that there will be times our 
wisdom falls short, yet we are not to worry because the Holy Spirit will speak for us.  What a 
wonderful promise, and one we should trust.  

Verses 21-25 paint a grim picture for the disciples.  While it may be tough to stomach, Jesus is 
honest with them.  If they commit to follow Him, people they love will turn on them.  The Good 
News of the Kingdom of God is meant to reconcile us to God and neighbor.  However, the 



recipient of the message is the one who chooses whether this message bonds or divides.  
Perhaps, you have experienced some opposition to faith in Jesus in your family or friend group.  
While it might not have been as extreme as what the disciples faced, it can happen to us today 
as well.   

I realize the idea of rejection is difficult for many Christians.  We fear someone disagreeing with us 
or getting hurt as a result of sharing our beliefs.  Please hear me say this: I’m not advocating for 
you to cram the gospel down someone’s throat.  We want to share the Good News with love 
and respect.  The result of our sharing our story and the hope we have in Jesus isn’t up to us.  It is 
up to the Lord’s work on that person’s heart and their personal choice.  I’m preaching to myself 
as much as you, but we need to get over being afraid to talk about Jesus to others in a loving 
way.  We cannot let our fear of rejection keep us silent about the Good News.   

Praying Together: 
“Lord, I want You to fill me with courage to be able to speak about You and represent You well.  I 
am so thankful for the salvation, the hope, and purpose You have given to me.  I want to be 
able to share with others what You have done in my life.  I realize that some will be blessed by 
my story.  Some will be indifferent, while others might ridicule me.  Please work on me so that my 
assumption about their response doesn’t hinder me from telling Your story.  You have come to 
bring people back to God.  I want everyone to experience Your love and grace as I have.  
Amen.” 

WAYPOINT        
FRIDAY, 2/10 
  
Read Matthew 10:26-33. 
  
Breathe. Jesus is still Lord. Our retired United Methodist bishop used to say these words when 
faced with those with too many worries, concerns, questions and consequences. He likely spoke 
these words to redirect their thoughts to a greater Hope, greater grace, and, mostly, a greater 
sense of peace.  Being a disciple demands much from us.  We have to know what it means to 
represent Jesus in a world that does not recognize Him as Lord. Are we willing to represent Him in 
all that we do and say, especially when stakes are high? 

These verses represent a motivational speech aimed at the disciples who had already professed 
Christian faith to others, but who had grown fearful of the ongoing rejection and persecution.  
The words were meant to encourage them to own the power and the consequences of the 
messages they preached.  Jesus doesn’t offer any of His followers an easy ride. They will have to 
share in the same mockery and opposition as Jesus did. For Jesus’ message to gain any 
significance, the witness has to be willing to bring Christ’s light into a darkened world. 

Are you willing to do what it takes to ensure your community knows the transformative love of 
Christ by your gifts, your service, and your witness? What are your hesitations? How can these 
hesitations be overcome? 

Praying together: 
“Oh Lord, Our God, You have changed me.  Through You, I know the sins I have committed. I 
have learned how to seek Your grace and find Your forgiving mercy.  You have walked with me 
through the most difficult challenges I have faced and have given me the strength to overcome 
them.  Because of You, I am whole again, sewn together piece by piece.  All of these things are 
true because You love me. Embolden me to speak my truth to others, even if they don’t want to 
hear it.  Let my life be the example that changes theirs.  Amen.” 



WAYPOINT 
SATURDAY, 2/11 
  
Read Matthew 10:34-39. 
  
Once faith takes root in our lives, everything we know is turned upside down.  The world we live 
in, including what a good leader looks like, what rules we follow, and what our culture expects 
from us, is changed the moment Jesus began to speak truth into our lives.  Living out a Christian 
faith means to put Jesus first; His rules, His definition of love, and His relationships with people.   

A faith-filled life is significantly different from a life we would live otherwise, even if we are good 
people who love people well.  We often have no understanding of how enmeshed in our culture 
we truly are until we are called to stand in our faith.  In Luke 9:59, we see Jesus looking a man 
eye to eye, saying “Follow me” to which this man replies that he needs to bury his father first. The 
culture in which he lived superseded Jesus’ rules. This man was used to putting cultural rituals first. 
With Jesus, we can’t. 

In order to explain the radical changes Jesus expects of His followers, He quotes Micah 7:6, 
saying “A man against his father, a daughter against her mother, a daughter-in-law against her 
mother-in-law, a man’s enemies will be the members of his own household.” He means that 
whom and what we once knew will be redefined by Him. Our relationship with Him and our 
devotion to Him should be placed before any other relationship. Our lives must be reordered, 
reorganized, rediscovered, and redefined with Jesus being first. This is what it means to be a 
person of faith.   

Our faith in Jesus is what changes everything for us. How has your life been changed when Jesus 
is your first priority? This placement is a life-long challenge worth making. 

Praying Together:  
“Lord, I cherish You. Rearrange me. Show me how to live by my faith in all that I do. Thank You for 
the opportunities that challenge my faith so that with each consideration, I can grow closer to 
You still.  Continue to be my strength, Lord. Help me stay focused on You. Allow my sacrifices to 
bring You glory. In Your Name, Amen.” 

  
WAYPOINT 
SUNDAY, 2/12 
  
Read Matthew 10:40-42. 

In ancient Jewish law, an authorized messenger is considered to be of equal importance as the 
man who sent him.  This is the idea reflected in Galatians 4:14 where Paul reminds his readers 
that they had received him “as Christ Jesus”.  In verse 40, we read that anyone welcoming a 
Christian messenger into their home is also welcoming Christ.  Over the next two verses, we will 
be reminded that no matter how important or insignificant God’s messengers might be, we all 
are “as Christ Jesus” and have an important part of God’s plan.   

Paul ranks the most influential messenger as a prophet and the least influential messenger as a 
humble Christian. Prophets were said to be Christ’s messengers who traveled from town to town 
over extended periods of time living a life similar to a missionary. Their influence could be 
measured far and wide. Other “righteous men” were also influential, but not to the magnitude of 
prophets.  Such men were distinguished followers who may have taught the message of Christ in 
local communities.  Verse 42 speaks of the significance of “little ones,” or humble Christians who 



are not church leaders and may also be poor. No matter how humble or mighty the messenger 
might be, all are to be still received “as Christ” by those who hear His message.  

Each of these messengers plays an important role in spreading the good news, and each of us 
as Christians has the role of receiving Christ’s message. This section of scripture also reminds us 
that this giving and receiving Christ is not left up to the original disciples anymore.  It has been 
extended to include all those who seek to be Christians.  

Praying Together:  
“Christ Jesus, I am humbled by Your Presence. Open my eyes to see the significance of others as 
Your messengers. You have sent all kinds to speak of Your significance. Teach me to listen to 
others to hear Your voice. In Your Name, Amen.


